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FRENCH POLICE, SECEE 
ARE SHUFFLED IN MOROCCO CASE 


By James F. Clarity 

Of The Herald Tribune Staff 

PARIS. 
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Emitted yesterday than 
ench officials were involved! 
the 3cn Barka scandal,. 
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After a meeting of President ' 

■ Gaulle and his Cabinet, 11 
|as announced that the police 
:partment and the secret 
rvice were being administra- 
ely reshuffled, It was also 
sclosca that Gen. Paul Jac- V 
ilcr, chief of the secret ser- . 
ce, was being retired. 

His sueeetsoi' Is Gen, Eugene ; 
uibaud, who once served a,< 
llltary intelligence chief lr ; 
trench Indochina, . ... . .’ '/ 
Information Minister Yvor " 
ourges, in announcing . Gen , 
J tcquler's retirement! said hr 1 
a ready was six month beyonc ' 
t lo normal retirement age 


Gen. Jacquier became 55 last 
June 14, according to the 
French 'Who’s Who." : 

He is a year younger than ■ 
his replacement. Gen. Guibaud 
was born Sept. 5,1909, ac- ■ 
cording to an Armed 1 Forces 
Ministry biography, and thus 
is 56. i 

A government spokesman • 
said the changes were not: 
related to the Ben Barka case.; 
However, a • communique is- 1 
sued after the Cabinet session' 
called the case "a criminal 
enterprise mounted from the 
start from abroad and which 

had the benefit of certain 
complicity by agents of the . 
secret service or of French 
police' officers, The French 
government' was not Involved 1 
In it," , 

President, -de Gaulle, the 
spokesman '' said,' 1 "Insisted’' 


that the police and the secret, ( 
servic edetermine what hap- ‘ 
pened to Mehdl Ben Barka, 
exiled leader of the Moroccan 
opposition who was kidnaped 1 
on a Paris street 'Oct. 29 and' 
apparently murdered jn the 
suburbs. 

Because high Gaullist offl-' 
cials allegedly were informed ■ 
in advance of the kidnapping 
plans, and because of other 
bizarre incidents In. the case, 
the government ' has been 
under increasing , pressure 
from the press and the public 
to and out what actually 1 
happened and why French of- 
ficials became involved. 

The government also was ■ 
distrubed by the effect the 
scandal ' might ■ have on 
France's relations with. several 
Arab nations', 'and : 'African 1 
countries'. 1 . ", . . 
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Mr, Ben Barka, 'according 
to one report, was knifed to 
death by Gen. Mohammed 
Oufkir, Morocco’s Interior 
'Minister and military chief. 
The report said the general 
feared Mr. Ben Barka was 
.about to be pardoned by King 
Hassan II' and allowed . to re- 
turn to Morocco to lead the 
opposition party. 

But the man who gave this 
report, an ex-convict named 
Georges Flgori, was reported 
by the police to have shot 
himself ■ to death Monday 
night as paliGQ were about to 
arrest him in his Paris apart- 
ment. According to the police, 
they knocked on his door, an- 
nounced their presence, and 
when.no response was forth- 
coming sent for the concierge 
,-to get the door key. The police' 
'said Figon shot himself before" 
they could enter. 

The secret service will be 
transferred from the Juris- 
diction of Premier Georges 
Pompidou to that of the Min- 
ister of the Army, under yes- 
terday’s order. The govern- 
ment spokesman said the 
change had long been con- 
templated. 

Despite the government de- 
nials that the moves were re- 
lated to the Ben Barka case, 
it was recalled that two Paris 
policemen have been arrested 
and have admitted helping 
| take the Moroccan leader on 
■The su'buban ride. They deny 
'' any knowledge of a murder, 

;. and assert they thought they' 
, were taking him for “political 
talks” with unidentified 
| Moroccan officials,, 
i In addition, Maj. Marcel 
i'Lc Roy, chief of research of 
( the secret service, admitted 
! knowing of the abduction 
| plans lu advance. Hu was &us* 
[pended Tuesday.,- __ 
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